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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Georocical. Musevm, 24 Oxrorp STREET
CamBrIDGE, MassacnuserTs 02138
Tel, (617) 495-2851

February 28, 1979

Dr. J. Alexander Speer

Department of Geological Sciences

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

Dear Alex:
Egg on my face.

Well, now Uncle Paul has another amusing anecdote to tell in
probe class. My spurious data resulted from probing a specimen
that had not been carbon coated. In my excitement about having
the Mg end-member, I transferred the grain mount for a sample
holder which hadn't been coated to one which had. Hence all the
samples except the forsterite gave reasonable results.

Nothing ever happend to the Austinville aragonite. It remains
in the fluorescent exhibit in the museum labelled hydrozincite.
A similar specimen was in the fluorescent exhibit in Dr. Michael's
home.

&
A specimen of Rockport faydlite will follow. The synthetic
tephroite I sent Paul should be an ideal standard for manganese.
What other elements do you need?

Charlie's Picker is up. I'm supposed to get on it later in
the week. A second data set will be collected @n another Mg-Mn
olivine later in the Spring.

Would you look into the question of what has become of the
stack of computer output I left with JBH? It would be helpful for
the next refinements. If you can locate it, please squirrel it
away until I can come down later in the Spring.

I'm glad to hear that you are writing. Soon you'll be rich
and famous! Will you and the Higgins be visiting here this summer?

Best regards,
Coand

Carl A. Francis
Curator
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